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tually Christmas, as they focus 

on Mary, the mother of Jesus.  
 

There’s a Monday evening 

group and a Friday lunchtime 

group. Each session lasts about 

an hour and stands alone, so 

anyone can come to any ses-

sion. No knowledge of Art is 

needed!  

The once-a-month Monday 

sessions begin on Sept 17th at 

7.00 pm and the Friday 

meetings begin on Sept 21st at 

1.30 pm (with a bread and 

cheese lunch at 1.00 pm). 

You’ll find more details on the 

church website. 

You’ll know how often the 

greatest artists have been 

inspired by Bible stories as 

subjects for their paintings.  

At St. Thomas we have been 

enjoying the course devel-

oped by St.-Martin-in the-

Fields and the National Gal-

lery. It’s called  

Inspired to Follow.  
 

Each month we’ve been look-

ing at an artwork and dis-

cussing the Bible story which 

lies behind it. 
 

The Autumn topics look par-

ticularly attractive, in the ap-

proach to Advent and even-

Our website is regularly updated and has lots of information 
about our activities. There is also a calendar of events and 
services, going forward many months. You can also find some 
photographs of events. 

St Thomas Church 

Pennington Road 

Southborough 

Tunbridge Wells 

TN4 0SH  

Parish Administrator: Andrea Burgess 

Telephone: 01892 617398 

Email: saintthomas1860@btinternet.com 

Office open: Tues, Wed, Fri 2-5pm 
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Parish Priest: Revd Rachel Wilson 

Telephone: 01892 525869 

Email: reverendrachelwilson@gmail.com 

Usual working days: Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sun 

 
Find us on the internet at: 

www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Nov. 18th 4pm     Memorial Service—remembering  our 
 loved ones who have died 
 

Dec. 9th  5pm Christingle  

Here’s one for Art lovers! 

HALL FOR HIRE 
The Parish Room consists of: 
 A light and airy main room –for meetings, children's 

activities, talks and groups, meals, choir practice, etc. 
 A modern and well-equipped kitchen linked to the 

main room by a wide hatch 
 Toilets, disabled and baby changing facilities  

Enquiries about hiring the Parish Room should be made to 
the Parish Administrator.  
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make new friends.  We 
can organise transport 
for those who would 
like it.   

Dates for your diary 
are Sept 13th, Oct 
11th, Nov 8th and Dec 
13th all at 2.00pm.   

We’re thinking up a 
different treat to serve 
each time but the wel-
come will be the same. 
Join us!  

Tea with friends is 
always a good idea!  
And it’s even better 
when you don’t have 
to book it, pay for it or 
travel far to find it. 
Clearly many others 
think the same.  

Our first “Tea at Two” 
session attracted 
about 40 people, to 
enjoy a couple of 
hours of good compa-
ny and a strawberry 

tea. The August 
event offered ice 
creams alongside the 
tea.  

We’re excited about 
this new monthly 
event for all-comers: 
non-church members 
and regular attend-
ers, friends and 
neighbours, new-
comers, children and 
old-timers. Some 
people come to 

Hello and welcome to 
this first edition of 
Reaching Out—a news-
letter designed to let 
local people know 
what’s happening at St 
Thomas’s. The church is 
here for you, whether 
you are a church-goer 
or not. 

This newsletter gives 
you a flavour of what is 
going on in the church 
during the week, and 
we hope that you will 
find something of inter-
est to you. We have a 
huge variety of things 
happening, not only on 
Sundays—do please 
have a look through 

these pages and come 
along to anything that 
interests you, or con-
tact me or the church 
office for further infor-
mation. 

We are also open fre-
quently during the 
week, should you just 
want to sit, satisfy 
your curiosity, or even 
shelter from the rain. 
We aim to open our 
doors every Wednes-
day, Thursday and 
Fridays from 9 o’clock. 

St Thomas’s is your 
local church and you 
need no special rea-
son, qualification or 
belief to visit. Come 

REACHING OUT 
-Community news from St Thomas Church 

Points of Interest 

 We are looking for-

ward to Bishop 

James attending our 

Stewardship Evening 

on October 6th. See 

page 3. 

 In October, we cele-

brate Harvest Festi-

val with an all-age  

service, and a quiz 

the following week-

end.  Details on 

page 2. 

Revd. Rachel Wilson 

just as you are and 
just because you want 
to — you are always 
welcome. 

Rachel 
Parish Priest  
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It’s a classic British tradition isn’t it? 
Church Harvest Festival. And what 
better time of year to express our thank-
fulness for the abundant food in this 
country than early autumn, when the 
Kentish orchards are packed with fruit 
and the cobnuts hang thickly on the 
trees?  

At St Thomas we are going to celebrate 
our Harvest Festival on October 7th at 
our 10.30 Service. We’ll be bringing gifts 
of non-perishable produce (for the food 
bank) and money  for the Brooke charity 
(which supports working horses abroad 
which give people the chance to work 
their way out of poverty) and singing 
some favourite hymns with gusto. The 
Brownies will be joining us and we’d 
love it if you would join us too.  
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Harvest Festival 

Harvest Quiz 
Quiz lovers should also note 
that we’ll be holding a Harvest 
Quiz Night at 7pm on Saturday 
October 13th in the  Parish 
Room.  Come along and join us 
for a fun packed evening of 
games and brain teasing 
entertainment hosted by quiz 
master Jonathan Kersey. There 
is a great raffle and also table 
prizes. 

Bring and share food and snacks. 
Drinks and delicious desserts plus 
tea and coffee will be available. 
Tickets cost £5 for adults and 
£2.50 for children raising funds 
for the church. 

You can book a table for up to 
eight, or join a team on the 
night—Individuals welcome. 

For further information and 

tickets contact 
liz.fairhead@gmail.com or 
kate.raper@gmail.com 

Brownies, Guides & Rangers 

Have you or your daughters con-
sidered Girlguiding? This gives 
girls and women from 5 upwards 
a voice, a safe space to be them-
selves, have fun and adventures, 
learn new skills and make new 
friends. The following sections are 
run in the St Thomas Parish Room 

 Brownies (7-10) Friday 5.45 – 
7.15pm currently 26 girls  - 
waiting list available. 

 Guides (10-14) Tuesday 7-
8.30pm currently 24 guides - 

spaces available.  

 Friday 7.45 -9.15pm 26 guides -  
waiting list available. 

 Rangers (14-18) alternate Tues-
days 5.30 – 6.45pm  6 girls - 
spaces available. 

All sections completed the Kili-
manjaro Badge which was created 
by a Brownie leader to raise mon-
ey for the Meningitis Research 
Foundation.   

Guides have been on a large Re-
gional camp, Brownies on a 

Brownie Holiday, Rangers have 
had a day trip to Hastings and 
been involved in the “Vote 100” 
events. All sections are looking 
forward to working on the new 
exciting programme with inter-
est badges and skills build-
ers.  Volunteers from 18 are 
always welcome and needed.  

To register your daughter or to 
volunteer please visit the web 
site www.girlguiding.org  and 
follow the links, or call 0800 169 
5901. 
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Looking for  somewhere  to  take your  baby 
or toddler? Would you like to meet other 
parents, carers and children? Why don’t 
you give us a try?  

We have a variety of toys, craft activities 
every week, refreshments for children and grown-ups, and 
singing at the end of each session.  

We meet between 10am and 11.30am on Wednesday morn-
ings in term time.    We  start  back   on September 5th.  See 
our Facebook page. 

Thommy’s Tiny Tots 
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The current congregation at St. 
Thomas’ Church know how lucky 
the parish is to have inherited an 
attractive church building, set in a 
peaceful garden. We also enjoy a 
purpose-built Parish Room and  
Office and encourage others to 
use these facilities. 

Since 1860, people have wor-
shipped in this church and cared 
for it. We hope to go on using it 
for worship, prayer, music and 
contemplation for another 158 
years and beyond.  

We want to continue baptising 
children and adults, marrying 
couples and providing funerals. 

Our vision is to open the church  
doors, to be a welcoming pres-
ence and  to be of service to the 
whole community. 

Church buildings, like houses, 
need to be looked after and pro-
tected from the effects of ageing. 
At St. Thomas’, we are launching a 
campaign to ensure we can still be 
doing God’s work in years to 
come, by encouraging everyone 
to make the best use of their 
time, talents and resources in en-
suring the church can continue as 
a vibrant place. 

We’re calling our initiative “ Giv-
ing and Growing” : we want to 

grow our capaci-
ty to serve our 
local community, 
to grow in faith 
and confidence in all we under-
take and to grow in numbers 
and strength, to be able to share 
widely the good news of Jesus. 

On October 6th from 7-9pm we 
are holding a special evening 
event to kickstart this campaign. 
Our special guest will be the 
Bishop of Rochester. All are wel-
come to come along and hear 
more about our vision for the 
future. More  details can be 
found on St. Thomas’ website. 

challenging questions about God 
and the world we live in.  

Many struggle with the question 
of why there is so much suffering 
in the world, and this is the sub-
ject for our first meeting on Sun. 
September 2nd at 6.00 pm.  

Others are concerned with 

“green issues”, moral problems 
and so on. You can come to just 
one session or all of them. The 
second meeting is on Sunday 
November 4th.  

Look on the church website for 
more information of topics and 
dates. 

Are you one of those people 
who sits through a talk or ser-
mon amassing a list of ques-
tions which spring to mind?  

Here is a chance to meet with 
others in a discussion group led 
by Reverend Rachel Wilson and 
chew over some of the most 


