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Service marks the start 
of the Christmas season. 
Here’s a service de-
signed for children of all 
ages, as well as parents, 
grandparents and 
friends. That moment, 
when everyone stands 
in a huge circle round 
the church,  holding a 
lighted Christingle or-
ange, the lights are put 
out and “Away in a 
Manger” quietly begins, 
is a moment to cherish. 
This year there is even 

For many of us, the 
annual Christingle 

Welcome to the second 
edition of our news-
letter, Reaching Out.  

We’ve been really en-
couraged by the posi-
tive response we have 
had to our first news-
letter.  
 

This edition tells you all 
about our services and 
other events which are 
happening in the run 
up to Christmas – do 
please come and join 
us. Remember too that 
our regular events con-
tinue – you can check 
the website for further 
details of dates and 
times. 

At St. Thomas’s we 
will be joining with 
Christians all over the 
world to celebrate the 
message of hope 
which Jesus brings. 
 

Our Christmas events  
are designed to be 
especially “family 
friendly”. Our 
Christingle and Crib 
service are things 
which are particularly 
geared to children and 
everyone is welcome 
at all our services. 
 

Advent and Christmas 
is a joyful time and 
amidst the busyness 

REACHING OUT 
- Community news from St Thomas Church 

Why not join us at 

one of our special  

services to celebrate  

Christmas? 
 

Revd. Rachel Wilson 

of preparing for the 
festivities, we really 
hope that you will be 
able to join us.  
 

Rachel 
Parish Priest  

CHRISTINGLE 
more reason to join us 
at our Christingle; it’s 
the 50th anniversary 
of Christingle in the 
UK, brought from Ger-
many to this country 
by the Children’s Soci-
ety, the charity for 
which we raise money 
in our service.  
So, make a note in the 
diary for Sunday De-
cember 9th at 5.00 pm 
and come along. 
There will be a 
Christingle orange 
waiting for you. 
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We  will be  telling the Christmas story  once more  in a short, 
active service, designed for families and we need your help!  
Angels, shepherds, wise men, innkeepers, Mary and Joseph are 
all needed. Some children might volunteer 
to read parts of the story,  others  might 
prefer to dress up and be part of a tableau.  
 

It really helps us to organise things if we 
know who some of our volunteers are, so 
do email  Revd Rachel Wilson on  
reverendrachelwilson@gmail.com  if you 
would like to take part. But, if coming along 
is a last-minute decision, just turn up and 
join in!   

And, by the way, no volunteers are needed to play the donkey! As in previous years, we 
are having our own adorable, real live donkey as a star player!  

R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

Carol Service with Choir, Organ   

                                     and Traditional Readings 

It wasn’t even Bonfire Night 
when the Choir began practising 
a varied batch of carols ready 
for Sunday 23rd December at 
6.00 pm! We can promise you a 
candlelit procession, a good 
number of the old favourites for 
everyone to sing, time-
honoured readings and some 

Choir carols we hope you will 
enjoy.  

And, as the strains of “Hark the 
Herald” die away, we’ll be inviting 
you to join us for a warming drink 
and mince pies. Let’s raise the 
roof! 

Every Advent season, in the weeks before Christmas, 
we send our Joseph, Mary and Donkey figures from our 
Christmas Crib, on a journey round the parish and be-
yond. Night by night, they move from house to house, 
staying overnight with families who would like to wel-
come them.  Some people say they look forward to it 
year after year. We have enjoyed this tradition in our 
church for over 30 years now!  
 

Would your family like to take part? If so, do email 
Heather at rogerandheather.evernden38@gmail.com. 
She will be glad to answer any questions you may have 
and to organise the journey of our “travellers” so you 
can be included. 

Crib Service on Christmas Eve 3.30pm to 4.15 pm 

Joseph, Mary and the Donkey  

set off on their travels again! 

St. Thomas' s walking group 
will be striding out to 
Bidborough Ridge and back on 
January 1st 2019 and would be 
very glad for plenty of others to 
join them. Meet at the church 
at 2.00 pm, enjoy stretching 
your legs and then return to 

the Parish Room for seasonal refreshments.   
 

If you fancy a walk at another time look out 
for the programme of monthly STIFF walks, 
which should appear on our website in mid-
December. 

Blow off the cobwebs with 

a walk on New Year’s Day! 
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Vicar of Christ Church on September  
5th. We are looking forward to 
collaborating with him, and all the 
clergy and congregations of our 
neighbouring churches, in serving the 
people of Southborough.  

Nick and his wife Gillian  both grew 
up in Kent.  Nick attended Judd, and 
Gillian was at Bennett Memorial. 
They have two sons aged 8 and 11. 
We wish all the family the best as 
they settle in to their new home. 

NEWS- New Vicar at Christ Church 

At St Thomas’s we were 
very pleased that Revd Nick 
Cornell was instituted as 

R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

We are delighted to welcome the 

Quorum Choir, conducted by 

Adrian Goss. The choir will per-

form Jubilate Deo,  a selection of 

pieces, which includes Gabrieli, 

Tippett, Parry, Vaughan Williams 

and Bach. Tickets cost £12 at the 

door and the proceeds of the 

evening are going towards St. 

Thomas’s Giving and Growing 

Stewardship Appeal. 

If you sing in a choir, or play in an 

ensemble, you might want to con-

sider whether our church building 

would be suitable for your perfor-

mances.  

It’s our intention that our building 

should be widely used. Contact 

our Parish Administrator for more 

information (details on page 4). 

 

 

 

These are held on the first Satur-
day in the month from 10am to 
11.30am, so the next dates are 
Saturday December 1st,  
and Saturday January 5th.  
You will be welcome. 

Our monthly Saturday coffee 
mornings are another chance to 
chat over cakes and free coffee or 
tea.  There are also some stalls 
including cakes, cards and second 
hand books. Or perhaps you 
would enjoy the raffle.  

COFFEE MORNINGS 

 Concert by Quorum chamber choir 
Saturday 17th November 7.30pm 

 

 

 

Free Tea and Cakes   

2pm to 3.30pm 

St Thomas Parish Room 

Thursday Dec 13th 

Thursday January 31st 

Thursday 28th February 

ALL WELCOME 

Memorial Service-for the bereaved (Nov. 18th) 

Our annual Memorial Service of 

Remembrance and Thanksgiving 

for those who have died, is on 

Sunday November 18th at 4pm, 

this year.  

At this Service, we light candles 

and read out the names of those 

whom we are remembering. 

Contact Revd Rachel Wilson to 

arrange this, or just come along.  

Everyone is welcome. 
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Our website is regularly updated and has  information about 
our activities. There is also a calendar of events and services. 

St Thomas Church 

Pennington Road 

Southborough 

Tunbridge Wells 

TN4 0SH  

Parish Administrator: Andrea Burgess 

Telephone: 01892 617398 

Email: saintthomas1860@btinternet.com 

Usual office hours: Tues, Wed, Fri, 2-5pm 

R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

Parish Priest: Revd Rachel Wilson 

Telephone: 01892 525869 

Email: reverendrachelwilson@gmail.com 

Usual working days: Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sun 

 
Find us on the internet at: 

www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE TIMES 
Sun Dec 23      8 am  Advent 4 said Communion 

Sun Dec 23      10.30 am Advent 4 Parish Communion with choir and organ 

Sun Dec 23      6 pm  Carol Service with choir and organ (see page 2) 

Mon Dec 24 3.30 pm Crib Service for children and families (see page 2)  

Mon Dec 24   11.30 pm Midnight Eucharist with choir and organ 

Tue  Dec 25  8 am  Christmas said Communion  

Tue  Dec 25     10.30 am Christmas Festival Eucharist with choir and organ 

Sun Dec 30      8 am  Christmas 1 said Communion 

Sun Dec 30  10.30 am Christmas 1 Parish Communion with choir/organ 

Sun  Jan 6   8 am  Epiphany said Communion   

Sun  Jan 6        10.30 am    Epiphany All–Age Service  
 

We thank these local businesses for contributing to the cost of this newsletter:  

HALL FOR HIRE 
The Parish Room consists of: 
 A light and airy main room –for meetings, children's 

activities, talks and groups, meals, choir practice, etc. 
 A modern and well-equipped kitchen linked to the 

main room by a wide hatch 
 Toilets, disabled and baby changing facilities  

Enquiries about hiring the Parish Room should be made to 
the Parish Administrator.  

 

 

 

BEEF ● PORK ● LAMB ● CHICKEN ● TURKEY ● GAME 

FREE RANGE LOCAL MEATS 

OVER 45 VARIETIES OF  
HOMEMADE SAUSAGES 

HOGROAST & OUTDOOR EVENT 
SPECIALSTS 

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

BESPOKE MEAT CUTTING 

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS 
MEAT FROM US! 

SOUTHBOROUGH 
BUTCHERS 

Traditional High Class Meat & Poultry 

60a London Rd, Southborough, TN4 0PR 

 

Craft Cafe 
138 London Rd, Southborough 

Open Monday to Saturday 
8am to 3pm 

 

Baguettes 
Healthy Breakfast 

Lunch, Sandwiches, 
Coffees and Teas 

  

41-43 London Road 

Southborough 

01892 528368 

OSBORN 

CONVENIENCE 

STORE 

Open until 10pm 
 

Home News 

Delivery 


