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on the theme of the Ho-
ly Spirit in the ten days 
before Pentecost, that is 
from May 30th. 
The Holy Spirit is  pic-
tured in many different 
ways—a dove,  a flame, 
as wind or breath, a wild 
goose, living water or as 
creator or comforter.  
 

If you , or your children, 
would like to take part, 
please let us have your 
items by May 26th.  You 
can have them back.  
 

 You can find out more 
from Tina Clay on  

Do you like drawing, 
painting, embroidery 
or collage? Do you 
like writing poetry or 
prose? 
We are planning a 
display/ exhibition 

Hello… 
Welcome to this edi-
tion of Reaching Out – 
coming to you as we 
approach Easter – the 
time in the year when 
we rejoice at Christ’s 
resurrection.   
The weeks before East-
er are known as Lent – 
the period when we 
think about what God 
has done for us and  
reflect on  times when 
we have not drawn as 
close to God as we 
might have done. 
We would love you to 
come and join us      
during this thoughtful 

season and to take 
part in the joy of    
Easter.  
We are also very hap-
py to answer any 
questions you have – 
about faith – why 
Easter is special – or 
anything else on your 
mind! 
We hope you find 
something that you 
can be part of in these 
pages.   
Everyone is welcome 
at St Thomas’s – and 
there is plenty for you 
to take part in – to 
visit, to pray, to join us 
for a service, or for 

REACHING OUT 
- Community news from St Thomas Church 

Why not join us at 

one of our special  

services to celebrate  

Easter? 

Revd. Rachel Wilson 

any of the other 
things that we have 
going on. We’d love to 
see you, 
With affection, 

Rachel 

Parish Priest  

ARE YOU CREATIVE? 
07801 530054 / email      
tina.clay@live.co.uk, 
or contact Rev Rachel. 
 

To see the display, 
come to our special 
day on Sat. June 8 
from 10am to 3.30pm, 
(more details on p4). 
The church will also be 
open from Wed-Fri, 
June 5-7 from 10am to 
4pm, and on Sat June 
1 for coffee morning 
from 10 to 11.30am. 
The church is also 
open after services. 
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 During the six weeks of Lent we’ll have sev-
eral prayer stations set up in church for any-
one to use, at any time, when the church is 
open.  
 

Pictures, objects,  and writing - these will be 
there for you to discover and to use to 
prompt personal prayer and reflection.  
 

The pictures are by the Ethiopian artist 
Nebiyu Assefa on the theme of the Passion 
of Christ, and the trail uses resources pub-
lished by Roots on the web. 
 

There is also a leaflet that you can take 
home with you.  

R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

FILM NIGHT 

—MONDAY 15th APRIL 7.30 pm 

Come and join us for a showing of An Inconvenient Truth to mark the 
start of Holy Week. We have chosen a film with an environmental 
theme which we believe is relevant to this time of year. We will watch 
it together and then spend a little while discussing our reactions.  

Last summer we launched our monthly Thursday after-
noon Tea at Two event, which has run ever since.  
It’s a chance to enjoy tea and cake in our light and spa-
cious Parish Room, while chatting to friendly people. All 
are welcome; there’s no charge at all.  
 

It’s our gift to any one who would like to come. The dates 
are listed below. Each Tea at Two runs from 2.00pm to 
3.30pm. Just come along and you will be among friends.  
25th April - Easter 30th May - Spring Flowers 
27th June - Strawberries 

LENT PRAYER TRAIL 
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EASTER SERVICES 

Maundy Thursday 8.00 pm,  April 18th 
The Eucharist: the commemoration of the last supper Jesus ate with his friends before his crucifixion. 
We conclude this reflective service with the solemn stripping of any ornamentation of the nave, in 
preparation for Good Friday. 
 

Good Friday 10.30 am, April 19th 
All Age Family Service: telling the story of Holy Week through 
story, song, symbolism and activity. There will hot cross buns for 
all after the service and a chance to help in creating our own 
Easter garden. 
 

Good Friday 2.00 pm – 3.00 pm, April 19th 
A Service Round the Cross:  a quietly prayerful service, following 
the last hour of Christ’s life in Bible readings, hymns and meditation. 
 

Easter Day 5.30 am Dawn Service:  
greeting Easter morning with fire and candles and also the renewal of Baptism vows. 
This service takes its inspiration from a very ancient ritual of the early church. 
 

Easter Day 8.00 am Said Eucharist:  
our normal Sunday said service, without music. 
 

Easter Day 10.30 am Festival Eucharist:  
the church glowing with flowers, the Choir in full voice and a gathering, in 
celebration of the resurrection of Jesus, after the sober days of Lent. After the 
service there will be an Easter Egg Hunt. 

R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

PILGRIM Course 

with a simple lunch before-
hand at 12.45. 
Dates: May 10, Jun 7, July 5, 
Sep 6, Oct 11, and Nov 8. 
 

The other group meets on a 
Wednesday evening between 
7.30 and 9 pm, with coffee 
beforehand at 7.15. 
Dates: May 8, Jun 5, Jul 3,  
Sep 4, Oct 9, and Nov 6. 

This course explores in greater 
depth how Christians know and 
worship God.  
 

Its six sessions reveal the rea-
sons why The Eucharist is cele-
brated as a memorial of Christ’s 
saving passion and stands at the 
very heart of Christian worship.  
 

One group meets on Friday 
lunch time from 1.30 to 2.45, 

 

You can attend either session, 
and just come to those you 
can. You will be welcome. 
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R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

On June 8th you are warmly 

invited to come along to 

church for a short time or 

longer, perhaps the whole 

day, just as you like, any time 

between 10am and 3.30pm. 

You will find quiet and space 

to pray if you would like to, a 

chance to be creative with 

your pens and pencils, music to 

sing (at 11.am) or to listen to,  

pictures to look at, and poetry and 

prose to read and think about.   
 

Refreshments are available all day, 

and children are welcome.  
 

We hope that the day will help 

everyone carve out time to pray 

and to contemplate, or maybe just 

to find a point of stillness, in a busy 

life.  
 

This is part of Thy Kingdom Come 

which is a worldwide 10 days of 

prayer  from May 30 to June 9. 

a peaceful day of contemplation & creativity 

SUPPORTING CHARITIES at St Thomas’s 

As a church we think it’s very important 
that we support a wide variety of chari-
ties. A Working Group has the responsi-
bility of researching a range of charities 
and suggesting to PCC which ones we 
might support. 
Our Christmas 2018 appeal was for Mis-

sion Aviation Fellowship, our Lent 
2019 charity will be Fegans, a local 
organisation working with families 
and children under stress. In the 
summer we will continue to raise 
money for Hospice in the Weald. 

GENERAL SYNOD 

This body acts as the 

“Parliament” of the national 

church and debates a wide 

range of issues.  

Rachel was in Church House for 

four days in February with the 

other 466 Members of Synod. 

The topics under discussion this 

session included gambling 

addiction, connecting with 

children and teenagers, church 

presence on estates, church 

responses to homelessness and 

responding to climate change. 
 

Rachel says of her time there 

We are rather proud that our 

Priest in Charge, Rachel Wilson, 

has been elected to represent 

our Diocese on the General 

Synod of the Church of England. 

“It is a privilege to be part of the 

church’s decision-making 

process, to try and make 

connections between the life and 

purpose of the church and the 

life and purpose of people in our 

communities – to make the 

church relevant in people’s lives. 

Synod meets twice a year and is 

open to the public. You’d be 

welcome to come and see what 

goes on. Contact me if you want 

to know more.” 

It’s good to know St. Thomas’s 

has this special link with the 

wider Church of England. 
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R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

We are looking forward to filling 
the church with friends, sup-

porters and music lovers for 
our concert on Sat 22 June at 
7.30pm.      If you have been to 
our services you will know that 
we are a church which loves 
music: our Choir sings at every 
main Sunday service and our 
organist makes the most of our 
fine organ. 

From time to time, we like to 
ask many of the talented musi-

cians who are linked to St. 
Thomas’ to come together in  
evening of music making. 

Come along to hear a variety of 
choral, solo and instrumental 
pieces, followed by a Plough-
man’s Supper in the Parish 
Room. Tickets cost £10 on the 
door. Please bring your own 
drink. 

SUMMER CONCERT—Sat 22 June 7.30pm 

As soon as the weather warms 

up, we will once more be 

opening the church regularly 

during the daytime, to welcome 

anyone who might like to call in. 

A member of the congregation 

will be on hand but will always 

try to sense whether the visitor is 

looking for a quiet space, a chat 

or is just interested in church 

buildings. 

Like many churches we have a 

Visitors Book, which some 

choose to sign.  

OUR VISITORS BOOK 
The comments are interesting 

and varied. Here is a selection: 
 

 “We like it here very 

much!”  - Karolina from 

Prague. 

 “Just visiting for the first 

time since my christening.” 

– Rebecca. 

 “What a peaceful place to 

be able to drop in; thank 

you for your time and 

hospitality.” –  Visitors from 

Brighton. 

 “My father was 

churchwarden here and this 

was where we worshipped in 

1948.” – Joan from Michigan. 

 “Married here 50 years ago 

tomorrow.” – Keith and 

Pamela. 

 

It’s good to know that our 

church, which was built in 1860, 

can give visitors a link to their 

past and an experience of peace 

and welcome in the present. 

For all property  
related advice,  

please call  
Bradley  

and Natalie on  
01892 514189 

 

55 London Rd, Southborough 

 

We thank the following local businesses for their support: 

Fabrics|Interiors|Furnishings|Design 
Friendly knowledgeable advice 

01892 541285 
www.thehousecompany.co.uk 

housecompanyltd@btconnect.com  
35 London Rd, TN4 0PB 
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R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

MEETING OUR NEIGHBOURS 

  

Ibrahim and Lalish have been 

running the café near the Library 

since January 2017. 
 

Why did you call it the Craft 

Café ? 

Because craft means that we aim 

to reach a high level of quality in 

what we do. I mean quality in 

terms of the total package: 

service, taste, produce and 

meeting customer demand. 
 

How have you found your first 

two years in Southborough? 

The reaction to what we provide 

in terms of meeting the needs of 

the area, and serving the local 

community, has been excellent. 
 

What has impressed you most 

about Southborough as a town? 

It’s a good journey against the 

direction of the traffic from where 

we live on the outskirts of London! 

Seriously though, I have been most 

impressed by the quality of the 

people, their kindness, 

understanding and honesty. I came 

to London (I’m Kurdish) in 1990 as a 

young man and built my family of 

five since then. I feel that we have 

been fortunate, even successful, in 

business, in health, and friends. 

We are very proud of living in 

and being part of this lovely 

people and country.                         

Q&A    Ibrahim Shino, Craft Café,  

             138 London Road 

Pennington Park Pre-School 

Pennington Park Pre-School, 

housed in the former Bowling 

Club Pavilion is a very close 

neighbour. The children come 

to church every Christmas to 

perform their nativity play and 

also take part in our Advent 

Journey, hosting our travelling 

crib figures overnight.  

We went to meet Sharon 

Oakford, the pre-school’s 

founder, to learn more.  

The Pre-School opened its 

doors in Sep. 2016 with just 8 

children and now, in March 

2019, there are 28 on the roll, 

many of whom stay for the 

whole day.  

The Pre-School runs from 9.00 

am to 3.30 pm in term time and, 

if parents take up the option of 

breakfast club, offers the full 30 

hours of Government -funded 

care.   

Sharon was certainly well placed 

to open a childcare facility, 

having worked for many years as 

a foster-carer for KCC, and then 

for ten years at a pre-school in 

High Brooms. 

Sharon says she was driving to 

work one day, when she spotted 

that the Pavilion was available 

for lease. She had one of those 

light-bulb moments thinking, “I 

could run my own pre-school in 

there”. Having beaten off 

competition for the premises, 

registered as an early-years 

provider, formed a business plan, 

convinced the bank to grant a 

business loan and so on, she was 

ready to open. 

A visitor sees immediately what 

a perfect setting the Pavilion 

provides for a pre-school. The 

large grassed area in front of the 

building makes an ideal play 

space and the park play 

equipment is close at hand. The 

glass doors across the front of 

the building lead into a light, airy 

indoor space, which is now full 

of interesting play possibilities.  

Sharon employs two other 

senior staff and three assistant 

staff. ““We take the indoors 

outside”, Sharon says.  “We 

spend part of each day outside 

in all kinds of weather.“ 

Sharon says she never fails to 

marvel at the ways in which 

children learn.  

“My aim is for our children to be 

happy, confident individuals. 

Each is unique and we want to 

help each one on their way in 

life”. 

Martin Clay interviews Ibrahim. 
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and traditions but collaborating 
together and supporting one 
another, wherever that seems 
helpful.  
 
It should mean that the churches 
can jointly serve the community 
of Southborough more 
effectively. 

ACTS—Anglican Churches together in Southborough 

Exciting times are ahead for 
the churches of St. Peter’s, 
Christchurch, Bidborough and 
St. Thomas’s.  
 
This group of churches are 
due to become a “Group”, 
each keeping their own priest 

R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

A special service at St. Peter’s 
on May 19th at 10.30am will 
inaugurate this new era of 

MAY 19th—ACTS launch 10.30am 

 

Craft Cafe 
138 London Rd, Southborough 

Open Monday to Saturday 
8am to 3pm 

 

Baguettes 
Healthy Breakfast 

Lunch, Sandwiches, 
Coffees and Teas 

partnership. Come along to 
support this venture. 
We know that in 1851,  750 

MORE NEIGHBOURS in the Parish  

Everywhere you look in 
Southborough there seem to be 
new homes being built: Rocks 
Hollow Gardens, Southborough 
Gate in Pinewood Gardens and 
the new properties  near the 
planned Southborough Hub. And 
all these are situated in our 
parish! St. Thomas’s Church 
wants to serve the whole 

community and looks forward to 
meeting these new 
Southborough residents. We 
hope many will join us at some 
of our services and activities. If 
you have ideas about new ways 
in which we could serve you, and 
all our neighbours, do contact 
Revd Rachel Wilson (contact 
details on Page 8). 

If you are a newcomer, 
welcome! You will find a 
special introductory leaflet 
delivered to your new house. 
If you are a longstanding 
resident (and we’ve been here 
since 1860!) maybe you can 
help us extend a warm 
welcome to the new 
neighbours? 

people attended Morning   Service 
at St. Peter’s, so there will plenty of 
room for everyone in 2019! 

Joe’s Barbers 
Traditional men’s barbering  

at its best. 
No appointment necessary. 

64 London Road 

 

We thank the following local businesses for their support 
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Our website is regularly updated and has  information about 
our activities. There is also a calendar of events and services. 

St Thomas Church 

Pennington Road 

Southborough 

Tunbridge Wells, TN4 0SH  

Parish Administrator: Andrea Burgess 

Telephone: 01892 617398 

Email: saintthomas1860@btinternet.com 

Usual office hours: Tues, Wed, Fri, 2-5pm 

R e a c h i n g  O u t  -  C o m m u n i t y  N e w s  f r o m  S t  T h o m a s  C h u r c h   

Parish Priest: Revd Rachel Wilson 

Telephone: 01892 525869 

Email: reverendrachelwilson@gmail.com 

Usual working days: Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sun 

 
Find us on the internet at: 

www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

CALENDAR—WHAT’s ON 
  Usual services include  Sunday 8am—Said Eucharist, 
  Sunday 10.30am—Eucharist with Choir & Organ (Except for once a month Family Service)  
  and Wednesday 9.45am—Said Eucharist 

HALL FOR HIRE 
The Parish Room consists of: 
 A light and airy main room –for meetings, children's 

activities, talks and groups, meals, choir practice, etc. 
 A modern and well-equipped kitchen linked to the 

main room by a wide hatch 
 Toilets, disabled and baby changing facilities  

Enquiries about hiring the Parish Room should be made to 
the Parish Administrator.  

Sat Apr 6th Coffee Morning with stalls 10-11.30am 

Mon Apr 15th Film Night - An Inconvenient Truth 7.30pm 

Thurs Apr 18th Maundy Thursday Eucharist & Vigil 8pm 

Fri Apr 19th Good Friday All Age/Family Service 10.30am 

Fri Apr 19th Good Friday Service around the Cross 2pm 

Sun Apr 21st Easter Dawn Service 5.30 am 

Sun Apr 21st Easter Said Eucharist 8am 

Sun Apr 21st Easter Festival Eucharist with Choir & Organ 10.30am 

Thurs Apr 25th Tea at Two 2-3.30pm 

Sat May 4th Coffee Morning with stalls 10-11.30am 

Sun May 5th All Age/Family Service 10.30am 

Sat May 11th STIFF Walk 9.30am 

Sun May 12th Service with prayers for healing 6pm 

Sun May 19th ACTS launch service at St Peters (Not at St Thomas's) 10.30am 

Sun May 26th Bring & Share lunch 12.30pm 

Thur May 30th Tea at Two 2-3.30pm 

Thur May 30th ASCENSION Eucharist with Choir & Organ 8pm 

Sat Jun 1st Coffee Morning with stalls 10-11.30am 

Sun Jun 2nd All Age/Family Service 10.30am 

Sat Jun 8th PICTURES, POETRY & PRAYER 10am - 3.30pm 

Sun Jun 9th PENTECOST Eucharist with Choir & Organ 10.30am 

Sat Jun 15th STIFF Walk 9.30am 

Sat Jun 22nd SUMMER CONCERT 7.30pm 

Thur Jun 27th Tea at Two 2-3.30pm 

Sun Jun 30th PATRONAL Eucharist with Choir & Organ 10.30am 

Sun Jun 30th BBQ Lunch 12.30am 

Advertising: Martin Clay 

Telephone: 07712 596193 

Email: martin.clay@btconnect.com 


