
         PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

- the Sevenoaks Deanery 

- the Lusitanian Church of Portugal 
Please continue to pray for the sick and those in need:- 
Sarah Beaney; Helen Branson; Sheila Branson; Jill Boyd; Beryl Guarnori; 
Peggy Pope; Hannah West; Diana Young. 
Please remember the recently departed, especially paul Hardiman and 
John Pemble, and all those who mourn them. 
+  For those in need, O Lord, we make our prayer: 
 the sick in mind or in body; 
 the blind, the deaf and the disabled; 
 the isolated; the sorrowing, the anxious and the perplexed. 
 Lord, give them courage, patience and peace of heart, 
 and do for them whatever is for their good. 
 We give thanks and pray for those who care for them.      + 

Parish Priest: The Revd Rachel Wilson 

01892 525869 reverendrachelwilson@gmail.com 

Usual Working Days: Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 

Churchwardens: 
Eric Wills      01892 525931 ericwills@btinternet.com 

Chris Barker-Bey   0778 5546578 chr istine.barkerbey@btinternet.com 

Parish Administrator: Andrea Burgess 

St Thomas’ Church Office    01892 617398 

e-mail: saintthomas1860@btinternet.com   www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

Office opening hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays: 2 - 5 pm 

Please make sure all items for the Notice Bulletin reach the office by  
Wednesday midday  

  REMEMBER you can sponsor 
any Sunday order of service or 
flowers in memory of a loved 

one or an event, with a donation 
to parish funds. Please contact 

Andrea in the  
office (01892 617398 or 

saintthomas1860@ 

btinternet.com) 

To enquire about a baptism,  
wedding or funeral, please  

contact the Parish Administrator,  
Priest-in-Charge or one of the 

Churchwardens. Following previous fiascoes, Brian 
was taking no chances 

  www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

2nd December 2018 

First Sunday of Advent 
8 am  Eucharist 
10.30 am Parish Eucharist and Ark 

4 pm  Advent Service of Light 

 

To live the love of God, 
in the Way of Christ Jesus 

in our parish and community 

Monday 3rd 8 pm Compline 

Tuesday 4th 9 am Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 5th 9 am 

9.45 am 

10 am 

5 pm 

7.30 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

Parent and Toddler group 

Evening Prayer 
Pilgrim Course 

Thursday 6th 9 am 

5 pm 

7 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 
Choir Practice 

Friday 7th 9 am 

11.30 am 

12.45 pm 

5 pm 

5.45 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Pennington Park Pre-school Nativity 

Pilgrim Course (starting with lunch) 
Evening Prayer 
Brownies 

NEXT SUNDAY 
9th December 2018 

Second Sunday of Advent 

Readings: Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 3:1-6 

8 am  Eucharist 
10.30 am Parish Eucharist 
5 pm  Christingle 



 

 

 

Our next Tea at Two will be on 

Thursday December 13th 

                  between 2pm and 3.30pm  
 

The theme will be Christmas 

Invitation cards are available at the back of church so why not invite a 
neighbour or friend to come along? 

If you can help by providing cakes or biscuits, helping on the day, or  
offer a lift if they are needed, could you please put your name on the list 
on the church notice board. Thankyou. 

THE PILGRIM COURSE  
The next sessions of the Pilgrim Course will be held 
this week - on Wednesday November 5th, starting 
at 7.30 pm, or on Friday November 7th, starting 

with a simple lunch at 12.45 pm. A leaflet with more information is  
available at the back of church. Do take one to find out more. 
Please sign the list at the back of church if you are planning to attend. 

PARISH ROOM CLEANING 
The Parish Room is used by everyone in the 
church and many other members of the public. 
Having a clean and hygienic hall, kitchen and 
lavatories is essential but it may be something 
that we all take for granted.  
More helpers are urgently needed for  
Mondays, morning or afternoon. Working in 
pairs it only takes about an hour to do essential cleaning. At the moment 
we have only four people on the rota. We need another four people to 
volunteer, which would mean no one doing more than an hour  a 
month.  
If you can help, do speak to Jane Dunn or to a Churchwarden.   

 

Advent Service of Light 
“To be a lamp burning in the night” 

TODAY at 4 pm 

All welcome, including families 

FIRST AID 
We are looking for people who would be interested in 
undertaking a basic First Aid training course. If  this 
might be you, please have a word with Rachel. If  
anyone in the congregation already has an up-to-date 
First Aid certificate please let Rachel know. 

THE ADVENT JOURNEY AT ST. THOMAS’S 
Would you and your children like to take part in a long-

established Christmas tradition? It’s a much loved way of 
helping children prepare for Christmas. 
During the four weeks of Advent our crib figures of Joseph, 

Mary and the Donkey travel around our parish and neighbourhood, spending 
each night with a different family. The idea is based on Mexican celebrations of 
“Las Posadas”. Each participating family chooses an evening on which they 
would be able to “host” the travellers. Sometimes children like to prepare a  
special place for them to stay; old shoe-boxes, farm animals, Playmobil  
characters, all these have been used. Sometimes families offer simple  
refreshments to the family who come to their house bringing Joseph, Mary and 
the Donkey. It can be a way in which to make new links with other families. 
Would you like to join in our Advent Journey? If so, you need to find two  
consecutive evenings when you are able to participate, hosting the travellers on 
the first evening and moving them on to their next stopping place (which will 
often be very close by) on the next evening. Most families try to move the  
travellers on in the period between the end of school and bath-time. It’s as  
simple as that! 
Joseph, Mary and their Donkey set off from St. Thomas’s Church on Advent 
Sunday, 2nd December, and return safely to church for the Crib Service on 
Christmas Eve at 3.30pm. Contact Heather Evernden to join in.  
Email : rogerandheather.evernden38@gmail.com      Phone : 01892 536972.  
Hurry to be sure you are included! 

FOOD BANK 
Don’t forget our Food Bank box at the back of church. All  
non-perishables, toiletries, nappies and sanitary items will be  
welcome. Thankyou.  

TOGETHER 
Copies of the first issue of TOGETHER, the attractive new FREE  
magazine from the Diocese of Rochester, and featuring an article by our 
Priest-in-charge,  are available in church on the table near the door.  
Please help yourself. If demand exceeds current supply, please be  
prepared to pass on your copy after reading. 



ST THOMAS’S CHRISTMAS CARD 
A new Christmas card, professionally printed, will be on sale in aid of St 
Thomas’s funds. Please look out for Christine in the Parish Room most 
Sundays and some Saturdays. 

GIVING AND GROWING RESPONSES 
We are pleased to report an initial increase in monthly giving 
of £7,162, an increase of 27%, as a result of the Giving and 
Growing responses received so far. This is an interim figure 
as we are still waiting for some responses to come in. We are 

very grateful for such a positive response. 

 

FLOWERS 
The Altar Guild is looking for new members if you feel able 
to spare an hour or two every 8 weeks to arrange the flowers 
in church. No experience necessary - just an appreciation for 
flowers. For more information, please speak to either Sue 
Ellman or Carol Prentice. 

ALONE AT CHRISTMAS? 
We have received offers from both St Augustine’s Church in Tunbridge 
Wells and Fountains Lodge to do Christmas dinner for anyone who might 
otherwise be alone on Christmas Day. If you know of anybody that this 
might be of interest to, please let Rachel know. 

FUNERALS 
You may have heard the sad news of Paul Hardiman’s death. Details of 
his funeral are not yet known. 
We have also learnt of the death this week of John Pemble. His funeral 
will take place here at St Thomas’s on Friday 14th December at 11.30 am. 

PENNINGTON CLUBS 
To avoid a clash with St Thomas’s Christingle on 9th December,  
Pennington Clubs are meeting today, 2nd December, at St Dunstan’s. 
They will be - decorating a Christmas Tree for Malcolm, the wheelchair 
homeless man they  have been supporting, - making mini-gift tree  
decorations for  DAVVS and other refuges, - wrapping/sorting gifts for 22 
occupants of Bridge Trust Houses - wrapping donated gifts for DAVVS 
and other refuges and PLAYING GAMES! 
Tea Club  £2  4.30-5.30 pm   for Primary kids 

Youth Club £3  6-8 pm   for Secondary kids 

Christingle Service  
Sunday 9th December  

5 pm  
For all the family, especially the younger members. 

We hope to see lots of new faces at our Christingle  
Service, as well as all those who join us every year. 
This special service for the Christmas season is  
celebrated in thousands of churches. We make a  
special collection at the service for the work of The  
Children’s Society. Those of us blessed with children, as parents,  
grandparents, neighbours and friends, will want to support The Children’s 
Society in all they do for neglected, vulnerable and abused young  
people, nationwide. So bring the whole family, light your Christingle and 
enjoy the service! 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
11.30 pm   
 Midnight  
     Communion 
 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
8 am      Christmas Said  
  Communion 
10.30 am Christmas    
              Festival Eucharist 

Join us for our 

Carol Service 
 

A time for  
Christmas music and readings 

 

Sing some familiar carols and listen to others  
sung by our choir.                                               

 

Sunday December 23rd 
6 pm 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies 

Christmas Eve 

CRIB  
SERVICE 

3.30 pm 
This short service is planned to 
meet the needs of younger  
children and families. Take 
some time out together to mark 
this very special day - and 
there’s still time to hang the 
stockings up afterwards! 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 


