
         PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 

- the Rochester Deanery 

- the Church in Bermuda 

Please continue to pray for the sick and those in need:- 
Sarah Beaney; Helen Branson; Sheila Branson; Jill Boyd; Beryl Guarnori; 
Peggy Pope; Hannah West; Diana Young. 
Please remember the recently departed and all those who mourn them. 
+  For those in need, O Lord, we make our prayer: 
 the sick in mind or in body; 
 the blind, the deaf and the disabled; 
 the isolated; the sorrowing, the anxious and the perplexed. 
 Lord, give them courage, patience and peace of heart, 
 and do for them whatever is for their good. 
 We give thanks and pray for those who care for them.      + 

Parish Priest: The Revd Rachel Wilson 

01892 525869 reverendrachelwilson@gmail.com 

Usual Working Days: Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 

Churchwardens: 
Eric Wills      01892 525931 ericwills@btinternet.com 

Chris Barker-Bey   0778 5546578 chr istine.barkerbey@btinternet.com 

Parish Administrator: Andrea Burgess 

St Thomas’ Church Office    01892 617398 

e-mail: saintthomas1860@btinternet.com   www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

Office opening hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays: 2 - 5 pm 

Please make sure all items for the Notice Bulletin reach the office by  
Wednesday midday  

  REMEMBER you can sponsor 
any Sunday order of service or 
flowers in memory of a loved 

one or an event, with a donation 
to parish funds. Please contact 

Andrea in the  
office (01892 617398 or 

saintthomas1860@ 

btinternet.com) 

To enquire about a baptism,  
wedding or funeral, please  

contact the Parish Administrator,  
Priest-in-Charge or one of the 

Churchwardens. 

  www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

18th November 2018 

Second Sunday before Advent 
8 am  Eucharist 
10.30 am Parish Eucharist and Ark 

4 pm  Memorial Service 

 

To live the love of God, 
in the Way of Christ Jesus 

in our parish and community 

Monday 19th 7 pm 

8 pm 

Inspired to Follow (in Church Office) 
Compline 

Tuesday 20th 9 am 

5.30 pm 

7 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Senior Guides 

Guides 

Wednesday 21st 9 am 

9.45 am 

10 am 

5 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion 

Parent and Toddler group 

Evening Prayer 

Thursday 22nd 9 am 

5 pm 

7 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 
Choir Practice 

Friday 23rd 9 am 

12.45 pm 

5 pm 

5.45 pm 

7.45 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Inspired to Follow (see over for details) 
Evening Prayer 
Brownies 

Guides 

Saturday 24th 7.30 pm STIFF Walk (see over for details) 

NEXT SUNDAY 
25th November 2018 

Christ the King 

Readings: Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 

8 am  Eucharist 
10.30 am Parish Eucharist and Ark 

12.30 pm Bring and Share Lunch 



INSPIRED TO FOLLOW: ART AND THE 
BIBLE STORY 

is a resource to help people explore the  
Christian faith, using paintings and Biblical 
story as the starting points. It has been created 

by St. Martin-in- the-Fields in partnership with the National Gallery. We 
are looking at one picture and bible story each month in two groups. 
The theme of our November sessions will be the Birth of Jesus and they 
will take place THIS WEEK on:  
Monday 19th November at 7pm in the Church Office for  an hour . If 
you wish, you can stay for Compline at 8pm. 
Or Friday 23rd November at lunchtime. Meet at 12.45 pm in the Parish 
Room, starting with soup or sandwiches. So that we can plan the food, 
please sign up at the back of church or email martin.clay@btconnect.com. 

PLEASE NOTE NEW ARRANGEMENTS 
1) Monday evening’s Inspired to Follow will be in the Church Office as 
an experiment. 
2) Both Friday’s Inspired to Follow, and Pilgrim course lunches will start 
at 12.45 pm, to give time for lunch before the 1.30 start. 

BRING AND SHARE LUNCH 
Our next Bring and Share Lunch will be next week,  
November 25th. We will be encouraging donations and the 
beneficiaries of these donations will vary. If you are not able 
to bring anything for the Bring and Share, you will still be 
very welcome to attend. Please sign the list at the back of 
church if you are planning to attend the lunch on 25th  

November and, if you are able to bring a contribution, it would be 
helpful if you could indicate what that will be. Thank you. 

 The Annual Memorial Service 

TODAY at 4 pm 

Do come and join us this afternoon to celebrate the lives of 
loved ones no longer with us. Please commend this service 

to friends and neighbours who may find it helpful. 

ST THOMAS’S CHRISTMAS CARD 
A new Christmas card, professionally printed, will be on sale in aid of St 
Thomas’s funds. Please look out for Christine in the Parish Room most 
Sundays and some Saturdays. 

PARISH ROOM CLEANING 
Helpers are urgently needed for Mondays. 
Working in pairs it only takes about an hour to 
clean the room, kitchen and toilets. We are 
now reduced to four volunteers - just not 
enough. 
If you feel able to join the rota, do speak to 
Jane Dunn or to a Churchwarden. 

FIRST AID 
We are looking for people who would be interested in 
undertaking a basic First Aid training course. If  this 
might be you, please have a word with Rachel. If  
anyone in the congregation already has an up-to-date 
First Aid certificate please let Rachel know. 

Advent Service of Light 
Sunday December 2nd at 4 pm 

Note the date in your diaries now! 

STIFF WALK 
The next STIFF walk is on Saturday, 24th November - a 3 mile 
circular walk in Knole Park. Please meet at the car park in  
Pennington Grounds at 9.30 a.m. Please wear suitable footwear 
and bring a stick. For further information, please speak to Eric 
Wills or Carol Prentice. 

BROOKE  
We will be welcoming Louise Brown to our 10.30 service next 
Sunday (November 25th). Louise will be telling us more about 
the work of Brooke, this year’s Harvest Charity. 



GIVING AND GROWING RESPONSES 
If you were not able to come to the presentation on October 
6th a video is available on the church website:   
https://www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk/money  
We do encourage you to have a look at this. 

Thank you to all who have responded so far. If you completed a Time and 
Talents form, you can expect to hear from Rachel in the next couple of 
weeks.  
If you have not yet completed your response form please give it your 
prayerful and proper consideration and place it in the box at the back of 
church as soon as possible. If you have mislaid your form spare packs are 
available at the back of church. 
We are currently looking at the responses we have received so far and will 
give the congregation an update on the financial situation in Advent.  

 

FLOWERS 
The Altar Guild is looking for new members if you feel able 
to spare an hour or two every 8 weeks to arrange the flowers 
in church. No experience necessary - just an appreciation for 
flowers. For more information, please speak to either Sue 
Ellman or Carol Prentice. 

THE ADVENT JOURNEY AT ST. THOMAS’S 
Would you and your children like to take part in a long-

established Christmas tradition? It’s a much loved way of 
helping children prepare for Christmas. 
During the four weeks of Advent our crib figures of Joseph, 

Mary and the Donkey travel around our parish and neighbourhood, spending 
each night with a different family. The idea is based on Mexican celebrations of 
“Las Posadas”. Each participating family chooses an evening on which they 
would be able to “host” the travellers. Sometimes children like to prepare a  
special place for them to stay; old shoe-boxes, farm animals, Playmobil  
characters, all these have been used. Sometimes families offer simple  
refreshments to the family who come to their house bringing Joseph, Mary and 
the Donkey. It can be a way in which to make new links with other families. 
Would you like to join in our Advent Journey? If so, you need to find two  
consecutive evenings when you are able to participate, hosting the travellers on 
the first evening and moving them on to their next stopping place (which will 
often be very close by) on the next evening. Most families try to move the  
travellers on in the period between the end of school and bath-time. It’s as  
simple as that! 
Joseph, Mary and their Donkey set off from St. Thomas’s Church on Advent 
Sunday, 2nd December, and return safely to church for the Crib Service on 
Christmas Eve at 3.30pm. Contact Heather Evernden to join in.  
Email : rogerandheather.evernden38@gmail.com      Phone : 01892 536972.  
Hurry to be sure you are included! 

 

 

 

Our next Tea at Two will be on 

Thursday December 13th 

                  between 2pm and 3.30pm  
 

The theme will be Christmas 

Invitation cards are available at the back of church so why not invite a 
neighbour or friend to come along? 


