
         PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK- 

- the Gillingham Deanery 

- the Episcopal Church in Wyoming 

Please continue to pray for the sick and those in need:- 
Sarah Beaney; Jill Boyd; Emily Broomfield; Jacqui Culmer; Jackie 
Edwards; Tarquin Gillespie; Beryl Guarnori; Niel Hare; Norman Jones;  
Margaret Paterson; Peggy Pope; Hannah West; Diana Young. 
Please remember the recently departed and all those who mourn them. 
+  For those in need, O Lord, we make our prayer: 
 the sick in mind or in body; 
 the blind, the deaf and the disabled; 
 the isolated; the sorrowing, the anxious and the perplexed. 
 Lord, give them courage, patience and peace of heart, 
 and do for them whatever is for their good. 
 We give thanks and pray for those who care for them.      + 

Parish Priest:  
The Revd Rachel Wilson        

01892 525869                revdrachelwilson@gmail.com 

Usual Working Days: Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 

 

Churchwardens:  
Eric Wills      01892 525931      ericwills@btinternet.com 

Michael Nadin   01892 520234      mnadin6404@aol.com 

 

Parish Administrator:  
Andrea Burgess St Thomas’ Church Office    01892 617398       

e-mail: saintthomas1860@btinternet.com   www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

Office opening hours: Tuesdays, Wednesdays & Fridays: 2 - 5 pm 

Please make sure all items for the Notice Bulletin reach the office by Wednesday midday  

  www.stthomassouthborough.org.uk 

17th December 2017 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Welcome to today’s Services: 

8 am            The Eucharist 
10.30 am  Parish Eucharist and Ark 

6 pm   Carol Service 

 

To live the love of God, 
in the Way of Christ Jesus 

in our parish and community 

THIS WEEK 

Monday 18th 8 pm Compline 

Tuesday 19th 9 am Morning Prayer 

Wednesday 
20th 

9 am 

9.45 am 

5 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Holy Communion (BCP)   
Evening Prayer 

Thursday 21st 9 am 

5 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

Friday 22nd 9 am 

5 pm 

Morning Prayer 
Evening Prayer 

Saturday 23rd 9.30 am Decoration of Church for Christmas 

NEXT SUNDAY 

24th December 2017 

Fourth Sunday of Advent / Christmas Eve 

Readings for 10.30 am:- 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16; Luke 1:26-38 

Readings for Midnight Communion:- Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-14 

10.30 am  Parish Eucharist 
3.30 pm  Crib Service with Donkey!! 
11.30 pm  Midnight Communion  

25th December 2017 

Christmas Day 

Readings:- Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14 

8 am   Eucharist 
10.30 am  Festival Eucharist 



CHRISTMAS CARD 

A new Christmas card for St Thomas’s is now available. All profits go to 
the church. Please look for Christine in the Parish Room in the coming 
weeks. 

THIS YEAR’S CHRISTMAS CHARITY 

Our Christmas appeal this year is for the Bridge Trust, 
a local charity that helps single homeless people in 
West Kent with supported housing and to move on into 
mainstream accommodation. Many of you will have 
heard John Handley, their CEO, speaking about the 
charity at last week’s service. There is also a display at 
the back of church about the work of the charity, and 

gift aid envelopes are available. Please give generously. 

CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE  
TONIGHT at 6 pm 

As usual mince pies and mulled wine will be served after 
the Carol Service. Contributions to the mince pies would 
be gladly received. Please put them in the kitchen before 
the Carol Service begins. Thank you.  

  DECORATING THE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 

This will take place on Saturday 23rd December at 9.30 am. 
All helpers will be very welcome. Any contributions of  
greenery, particularly holly with berries, would be gratefully 

  received. 

EMMA CLIMBS MOUNT KILIMANJARO FOR MRF 

Last Sunday Rachel told us that Emma, daughter of one of St Thomas’s 
Brownie leaders, would be coming to talk this Sunday (17th) about the 
Meningitis Research Fund and her fund raising for it. Those of you who 
remember my wife, Isabel, may not know that she spent twelve months in 
hospital due to Meningitis when she was 18. Her sister later had a baby 
who caught meningitis. It made him totally deaf. He survived but never 
learned to talk and is physically handicapped. The north-east of England’s 
industrial area was a hot-bed of meningitis. I encourage you all to look at 
the web-site on the leaflet which we received last week, and work your 
way through several pages of names to find her page, and most  
importantly TO DONATE.                                                    David Norris 

To enquire about a baptism, wedding or funeral, please contact the Parish 
Administrator, Priest-in-Charge or one of the Churchwardens. 

        REMEMBER you can sponsor any Sunday order of service or  
flowers in memory of a loved one or an event, with a donation to parish 

funds. Please contact Andrea in the office (01892 617398 or 
saintthomas1860@btinternet.com) 

BIBLE READING NOTES 

Have you ever thought of following daily Bible reading notes? These 
come in many types and styles. If you would like any advice as to what to 
choose do have a word with Rachel. 

CALLLING ALL WALKERS 

STIFF walks resume on Monday 1st January with the annual 
walk to Bidborough and back - about 3 miles, keeping to hard 
surfaces. All are welcome - meet outside the church at 2pm 
and enjoy a little seasonal refreshment on your return. Copies 
of the full programme for 2018 are now available on the table 
near the door.   

POVERTY LUNCH 

Our next “Poverty Lunch” will be held in the Parish 
Room on Sunday 31st December at 12.30 pm. The 
lunch will be minimal - but you will not starve! Please 
sign on the list at the back of church if you would like 
to join us. Contributions will go to Christian Aid.                          

WEEKDAY SERVICES AFTER CHRISTMAS 

Please note there will be no weekday services during the week after 
Christmas. In the week commencing January 1st there will be no Morning 
or Evening Prayer but there WILL be a BCP communion at 9.45 am on 
Wednesday January 3rd.  


